Documentary Film Making Course

The course is aimed at beginner level would be documentarians. There will be numerous practical demonstrations on lighting, camera and sound methods and no equipment is required.

In this eight week course we will deal with many of the aspects of documentary filmmaking. We will move from the initial documentary idea through the practical aspects of putting a documentary together. The course will look at the roles of the various members of the team from a large crew to a one person operation. It will cover many of the aspects of working on location, from releases to interviewing your subject. We will cover sound, lighting and camera work. And finally we will finish up with the all important edit.

Over- view of documentaries - story telling through different methods 

Research the idea - once you have an idea where to start - the production plan - budgets (or lack of!)

Putting together the crew  - who does what and why? Working with a small crew.

Working on location - managing the many aspects of working on location from packing, to on the move shooting.

The image - camera work - focus, exposure, gain, white balance and so much more...

Sound - booming, lapel mics and wild sound. Sound recording devices. Backing tracks.

Lighting - 3 point lighting, working with available light and how to mix both...

B-Roll - how much of it, where to look for it and how important is it. Archive footage.

Interview techniques - what to ask and when to ask it, and what not to ask and why. Location and interviewee releases.

The Edit - all that footage and no where to start. How to piece together the edit.

