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Mr. O’Callaghan, Ms.Gralton and all of the staff here at the school would like to wish everybody a very Happy Christmas and health and happiness throughout 2009.

Since August our teachers and students have been involved in numerous events both in school and elsewhere, from charity work to educational, cultural and sporting events.  Sincere thanks to all of our teachers and students who worked so hard and represented our school so well.  Our students have benefitted greatly and judging from the excitement generated they will have many happy memories. We also take this opportunity to thank you the parents and guardians for your continued support throughout the last year and look forward to challenging times in 2009 in terms of continuing to  provide for the high level of curricular, co-curricular and extra-curricular activity currently being resourced in Pobalscoil Rosmini.

 A special word of thanks to Mr.Darbey’s TY class for their help in the compilation of this newsletter and to Andrew Boylan (5th Yr.) for his technical assistance to me, Ms. Gralton, as always. 

Dublin Fringe festival

Every year in Dublin, over 65 productions and more than 300 performances are squeezed into twenty days and nights of fun and excitement in the months of September and October. This year, Mr.Darbey brought his 6th Year English class to see one of the small productions called – ‘ Whacker Murphy's Bad Buzz’ in the Project Theatre. Although it was a one man play and the class alone filled the auditorium  it was a great success. The class found the play hilarious and really enjoyed being apart of the cultural experience.

Art

The art class are making a sculpture for the garden outside the school. Eleanor Swan, the famous sculpture and ceramicist, is helping the TYs make the sculpture. The art class went to Botanic Gardens and got ideas for the sculpture at the Art Festival there.  Conor Doyle came up with the idea with an eye for the sculpture. The class then started creating clay faces and hands based on themselves. The students then decorated the clay faces and hands. They will now have to be fired in a kiln many times before they are ready to be painted and glazed. The sculpture should be ready in February of 2009.

2S History Trip

Mr. Darbey brought 2S to Ferrycarrig, Co. Wexford to help with their History project for their Junior Cert. The class were treated to a tour of the Heritage centre, where they were shown replicas of ancient Irish dwellings dating from the Neolithic Age to the time of the Normans.  The trip was so interesting that even the bus driver joined the class to learn what he could. Here’s hoping that the Heritage centre survives the current budget as to lose a place like this would be detrimental to the country. 

Senior Soccer Team

After getting a difficult draw in both the league and cup competitions, it looked like it was going to be another difficult season for the team. However, after losing in the cup to favourites Portmarnock and a narrow defeat to Leinster champions Baldoyle, the team began to turn things around. They won their next two games against St. Joseph’s CBS and Mt. Temple. Honourable mentions go to Marwan for playing through the pain barrier, captain courageous Jon Wood, the versatile Brian Carroll, the goal scoring heroics of Ger Sheridan and the safe hands of Dean Rogers. The positive attitude of super Mario and Hagi rubbed off on the team and this union helped in the turnaround of their season. Best of luck for the team in the New Year! 

5S Library 

As part of their key assignment, Mr. Darbey brought 5S to Ballymun Library to learn that libraries have so much more to offer than simply lending books. After the tour each student then took out a book of their choice to read and review for their next key assignment in English and Communications.

5th Year Cinema Trip

To help with their understanding of current themes in their Leaving Certificate novel, Mr. Darbey took his 5th Year class to see the new film about the IRA Hunger Strike and  Bobby Sand’s role in it. This was a very educational, interesting and enjoyable film even though it was hard to watch at times. 

Botanic Gardens

Recently, Ms.Keenan brought the TY art class on a trip to the Botanic Gardens because they needed to research sculptors for their up-coming project. The students

were given lots of ideas from the variety of sculptures that were on show.

Gaisce Awards (President’s Award)

Mr. Mc Kevitt  and  his ‘Gaisce’ students have been busy working on both their skills and contribution to the community.  Some of the skills involve learning to play guitar, hip-hop dancing, cookery and badminton.  The students are supporting their communities by providing coaching in many of the skills. As part of the Gaisce program students are selling stickers for the Uganda program to help raise money for the schools in the country.
Student Council

Congratulations to the following students that have been elected to the Student Council this year. We hope these make a difference and voice the ideas and opinions of the students of Rosmini. The students who were elected were: 

2nd Year: Louie Carroll, Claudine Perry.

3rd Year: Glen Dillon, Adam Griffin.

T.Y 1: Stephen O’ Carroll.

T.Y 2: Lisa Fitzpatrick.

5.P Connor Broderick.

5.R Laura Cantwell.

5.S Graham Raynor.

6.R Stephen Durnin.

6.S Dara Ryan.

6.G Casey Irvine.

6.P Sean Arkins.

Make A Book Exhibition 

This year Rosmini is taking part in the ‘Make a Book Exhibition’ again for the fourth time. This involves making a model and writing a book based on the model. This year the model is a tank. Previous years there have been other models such as a boat and lighthouse. The teachers that are involved in this project are: Mr. Breen, Ms. Costello together with help from the SNAs. We wish them the best of luck.

IBM 

In early September, 6S participated in a mentoring program with staff from IBM. They had regular communication with their mentors and visited the IBM campus in Damestown as part of the programme.
 
 
Cavan Outdoor Education Centre                                                                        As part of a team building exercise, 6S and 5S  went to Cavan Outdoor Adventure Centre in September. They participated in activities like ‘Indian file’ (walking through a forest blindfolded), archery and ‘Crocodile River’  


2S Cinema Trip

As a reward for good work and in conjunction with the Junior Cert Schools Programme, Mr. Darbey, 2S and their Year Head, Miss Cherry went to the Omni Cinema in Santry to see the new James Bond film – ‘Quantum of Solace’. While all agreed it was not as good as the previous James Bond film, everyone had a great time. 

Mountjoy Prison                                                                                               As`part of their VPG program,6S together with Ms.Duffy and Mr.Digan went on a tour of Mountjoy Prison. The tour took in the kitchens where the prisoners worked. The students also got to see what a cell looked like and some were locked in cells. They got to see the shop and football pitch as well.

Trade Union Speaker 

As part of the VPG program in LCA a speaker from ICTU recently addressed the group and advised the students on the importance of trade unions and worker’s righ

Young Social Innovators

On Friday 21st November one of Ms.McGee’s TY1 YSI groups held a videos games competition for 1st and 2nd Years. The game was:  newly released - ‘Call of Duty 5’, on Xbox 360. The tournament was a massive success with almost 2/3 of the student body taking part. Over €150 was raised and donated to a local Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre. Congratulations to the winner, Shane Nugent of second year, who was presented with a €50 voucher.

Junior Soccer

As part of the Gaisce Presidents Award programme, undertaken by all TY students 2 pupils, Jesse Dunne and Colm Doyle set up a soccer team for 1st and 2nd years. Trials were recently held and the final team is now set for the New Year. The team will be managed by Mr. Breen.

11-16 Hurling 


Rosmini qualified for the Quarterfinals of the competition with a comprehensive victory over Hartstown and a very entertaining draw with Trinity Comprehensive  
School. In the Quarterfinal we came up a very strong team from Swords and after a spirited comeback, our boys were eventually beaten. Rosmini has shown good progress this year and we are looking forward to the U-14 competition after Christmas. Thanks to Mr.King for his dedication to the game of hurling.

JSCP
Storyteller, Liz Weir visited Pobalscoil Rosmini on Thursday November 27th and spent one hour each with all of the junior classes as well as TY. Students found themselves jumping out of their seats at times because they were so entertained. Liz, in turn, loved all the stories the students told her and especially enjoyed her time with 3P. 

Also, over the past 8 weeks JCSP students here, have spent an hour every Wednesday learning traditional tunes on traditional instruments and especially the ‘Bodhran’. They have made great progress under the direction of Ms. McGorman and Ms Swiney. Thanks also to the wonderful support from SNA staff. We are looking forward to a successful performance next Monday December 22nd in the Conference Centre in St. Josephs.
Young Social Innovators

On Friday 21st November one of the YSI groups held a video games competition for 1st and 2nd Years. The game was, newly released, Call of Duty 5, on Xbox 360. The tournament was a massive success with almost 2/3 of the student body taking part. Over €150 was raised and donated to a local alcohol rehab centre. Congratulations to the winner, Shane Nugent of second year, who was presented with a €50 cash prize.

Calcutta

A raffle took place on Fri 19th Dec for A Dublin Jersey. The proceeds went to Brian Dowling who is going to Calcutta on the 20th December to help build houses for orphans. Mr. Devane organised the raffle, ably helped by Joanne Pugh, Marwan Azimi, Laura Cantwell and Shauna Walsh.

Community Cross-country
On Thursday 13 November, Mr.McMahon brought a number of studentst to the  Phoenix Park. Well done to the Senior team who achieved 6th place out of 12 teams. Best performances came from Deividas, Brian Carroll, Gediminas Buika and Paul O Callaghan.
Drama Trip

Ms. McGee, with the help of Ms. Duffy, brought the TY group to see Psycho Spaghetti - a comic interpretation of the teenage experience – in the Laughter Lounge on October 7th. The show provided lots of laughs, while also proving useful for the drama module both groups will participate in during the year.

Cycling club

Every Wednesday the cycling club cycle from the school to Dollymount. When they get there they use the new exercise machines located along Clontarf sea front. It’s great fun. Afterwards the returned to Jo Jo’s for refreshments.

2nd Year Cinema

2nd Year students went to the cinema on Dec 15th to see Madagascar 2 as a group treat. All who went had a great time.

St. Patrick’s Institution

Mr. Digan along with Ms. Gralton and Mr. King accompanied members of 55 on visits to St Patrick’s Institution on Tuesday 2nd of December and Tuesday 9th of December. The prison visits are part of The Social Education Program and provide students with an insight into life behind bars for 16 - 21year olds. A week earlier members of the ‘Copping-On’ programme came to the school to do some preparatory work with the students before their visits. Every student thought it was very worthwhile experience to have had!

Non uniform day

This was organised by 6S to raise funds for the garden project currently ‘in progress’ at the front of the school. The project is nearly finished and will form part of the LCA Horticulture task. TY1 are also designing a sculpture for it and it will be placed in the garden early in the next term. Well done to all involved.

TY Trip to Germany

Pupils doing German for TY get a fabulous opportunity to go to Germany on a four-week exchange with pupils from a German school. Many have done the exchange and all of them loved it. They spent two weeks with their German exchange partners in the beautiful town of Naumburg and the German partners spend 2 weeks with them in Dublin.

5th Year Ice Skating

Mr. Devane, with the help of Mr. Darbey, Mr.McNamara and Mr. King 5th Years tested their ice-skating skills in Smithfield on Friday 19th December. 

Raffle for school in Ghana

The class of 5G will hold a raffle for Afoako L/A Junior High School on Monday the 22nd of December. The money raised from this raffle will help to pay for students’ fees in this school for one year. The prizes are as follows: third prize will be a selection of assorted gingerbread men and small, star-shaped biscuits, the second being an edible chocolate Christmas tree, with the first being a gingerbread house. Thanks to Ms. Duggan and her RE class for all of their creativity and hard work in organising this great event.

Ms Duggan asked me to say a special thanks to 5G for all their efforts.  They were really responsible and everybody looked after their part without having to be monitored.  Apparently, Amy Farrell is a natural in the kitchen and special mention must go to  Darren Murray for a marathon stint in the kitchen.  Congratulations all of you.

.

Safe Pass

In October 17 th senior students participated in the Safe pass Programme organised through the Adult Education Department in conjunction with FAS.  All students succeeded in passing the examination and have been awarded their Safe Pass Cards 

3V trip to Dail Eireann

As part of the ‘Action Project’ in CSPE, 3V together with Ms.Gralton and Ms.Duffy visited ‘The Dail’ on December 11th.  We were taken to the public gallery for an interesting half hour where we were able to observe and listen to many of our best known politicians argue about education cuts, the health service and many other topical issues. The usher then took us on a tour of the house and finally into the Senate chambers. We were presented with a commemorative booklet which documents the history of Leinster House. This was a most enjoyable and informative trip. Well done everyone!

Maths Week (Problem Solving for Irish Second level Mathematicians)

As part of ‘Maths Week’ a number of 5th and 6th Year students 

participated in a problem solving competition run by ‘PRISM’.  Well done to Anthony Hannon, a 6thYear student who was a worthy winner.  Anthony received a 25euro voucher for HMV. Thanks to Mr. O’Callaghan for sponsoring the competition.

The ‘Big Sing’

The ‘Big Sing’ took place on 27th November at 2.45pm in the Assembly Area.  124 of our students took part. We raised just under 400euro for ‘Childline’ and ‘The Special Olympics’. Students all over Ireland and the UK took part. The purpose of the event was to break the existing Guinness world  record of 293,978 students singing all at once.  This record was broken. The song sung was ‘You Gotta Be’ by Des’ree, (chosen because such themes like bullying, respect, responsibility and friendship were being explored).  

The school will be receiving a certificate in the New Year stating that we were involved in breaking a Guinness WorldRecord.

Boston Student 

We say fond farewell to Genevieve Strang, who worked closely with the Science Department over the past months.  We wish her the best in her future studies and travels and hope that she has many happy memories of her time here in Drumcondra.

Champion Rower

Congratulations to Aron O’Dowd on his magnificent achievement in the field of rowing.  Aron is the British Indoor Champion having won a gold medal recently

Past Pupils

Many thanks to all of the past pupils who came back to visit during the year.  More recently, Joseph Walsh and Amanda Murray called and Joseph has volunteered to send snippets of news on past pupils to me for our bi-annual newsletter
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