Beannachtaí ó Phobalscoil Rosmini.  We look forward to another busy year, with so many activities and events taking place.  
Meitheal 
The first Meitheal team have commenced their work since September 2009.  Following a thorough interview process in May, the best candidates were selected to form the eight team members.  These students then participated in training led by Miss McGee and Mr. McKevitt in the quiet surroundings of Teach Caoimhin in Glendalough, Co. Wicklow.  This training focused on team work, planning and working to better our school community.

All team members are now part of the 6th Year group in our school since their return in September the team, led by Chairperson Paul Byrne, have been working on activities to aid the transition of 1st Year pupils from primary to secondary school.  They provide a[image: image1.jpg]


 way for the 1st years to familiarise themselves with the school and with their fellow classmates.  They provide a supportive role for the 1st years and reduce the risk of students experiencing any 
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difficulties, for example, if they should be the victim of bullying, being left to suffer in silence.

The team will be planning various activities throughout the year for 1st Years, before they end their work in late March.  It is hoped that they will be successful as the first Meitheal team of many.  Their work to date has been of an excellent standard.
Transition Year

On the 22nd of September, Transition Year attended one of Europe’s largest Agricultural events, ‘The Ploughing Championships’.  This was a great opportunity for our Transition Year students to get to know each other, their teachers and get in touch with their ‘agricultural side’.  A very successful, fun-filled day was had by all.

Entertainment was provided on the bus by Gavin and Ryan!  One student remarked ‘I thought this would be about wandering around some field in Kildare’.  Indeed we did wander around a field that had been transformed into a trade village of indoor and outdoor exhibits of livestock, machinery, R.T.E. chat show hosts and a few ‘brave’ politicians!

One teacher had to be dragged away from a lovely tractor.  Students gathered lots of free samples.  The Road Safety Authority had to send for extra supplies of high visibility jackets, which along with the wellies, were the fashion items of the day.  Transition Year tried Gaelic and hurling skills but shied away from the ‘milking’ competition.  
It was a memorable day and our students did us proud.  They were a pleasure to take away!  Thanks also to Mr. Faherty, Ms. O’Gorman, Aideen and Denis for all their help!
Sculpture Project

Last year, Ms. Keenan’s Transition Year art students participated with the Leaving Certificate Applied class in making a sculpture for a garden the L.C.A. class designed with Mr. Gavin.  This project was submitted to the Arts in our schools project which is run by the National Association of Principals and Deputy Principals in partnership with the Department of Education and Science, Sports, Tourism and the Arts, and the Arts Council.  A ceramic artist Eleanor Swan worked in collaboration with the art class to produce the sculpture which can be seen in front of the school.

This year Eleanor and a visiting artist have kindly offered to work on another sculpture or wall panel project with the Transition Year group and will meet with the class on a trip to the sculpture in Context Exhibition in the National Botanic Gardens on the 13th of October.  We hope that this will be another project for the Transition Year Art class!

Gaeilge
Fógraí have been placed around the school to promote and encourage students to speak the ‘cúpla focal’ every day.
Junior students are going to the Gaeltacht, with Gaelchúirt, before Christmas, and Senior students will have the opportunity after Christmas.

The annual Bricfeasta trí Gaeilge’will take place for Junior students.

Senior students are going to the play An Triail by Mairéad Ní Gráda in The Pavilion Theatre, Dún Laoire on the 6th of November.
Lón trí Gaeilge is starting again this year.   Junior Cycle students meet once a week with Ms. Campion and practice their oral Irish skills.

English
Fifth Year students are going to see the play Sive by John B. Keane in Liberty Hall this November.
Transition Year students are doing the Steer Clear Programme with Mr. Darbey.  Students learn about safe driving and they will be given 100 euro off their first car insurance!
Computers

Transition Year students are taking part in Log on and Learn.  Students will act as tutors to help older people from the community to gain confidence in basic computer skills.

History

Mr. Faherty takes Transition year students to a Heritage Centre every Thursday.

Geography
A Senior Cycle field trip is taking place, organised by Mr. Devane and Ms. O’Gorman.

Ms. Darby is introducing Trailmaster; a new software package for map work.  Each student will give a powerpoint presentation as part of their studies in Human Geography.

Music

During September the second and third year music students were brought to the chapel in All Hallows College, Drumcondra, to learn about the pipe organ.  Here the students got the chance to witness first-hand the versatility of this instrument.  They learned about how the organ works and how to use the stops to achieve different sounds, along with how these instruments are built.  The students were afforded the opportunity of listening to a variety of pieces from hymns to works by Bach, Pachelbel, Dondrien, Croft and Stubley being played on the organ by their music teacher.
The Sixth Year students were brought to the Chapel in St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra ,to learn about the pipe organ.
The Music Club was set up in September and has proved to be a huge success.  
Sports

Mr. King’s under 16 Junior hurlers played Coláiste Colm from Swords.  We scored a victory of 3-7 to 3-5.  Luke Sheehy and Dylan Phibbs played very well.
Ms. O’Carroll’s under 14 Gaelic football team trains after school every Wednesday afternoon.
Table tennis takes place every day at lunchtime.
After School Study
After school study takes place every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday afternoon.
Homework Club

The homework club takes place every Monday, Tuesday and Thursday after school.

