COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed to introduce students to the topic of scriptwriting and will cover various aspects of the subject including script formatting, story structure and character development. Over the course of 8 weeks students will develop and complete a screenplay 8 to 15 minutes long that will be eligible for the Filmbase / RTE short film award where successful applicants receive €10,000 towards the funding of their film.
WEEK 1: INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTWRITING
In the first week I will introduce the topic of scriptwriting paying particular attention to format and the 3 act structure. I will give them samples of correctly formatted scripts as well as recommending websites where they can read screenplays online. For the following week I will ask them to write one page of a script involving 2 to 3 characters and 2 to 3 different locations to make sure that they understand the basics of script formatting.
WEEK 2: IDEAS AND LOGLINES
I will start off the second class by explaining how ideas of various films fit into the 3 act structure that I mentioned the previous week. After giving them examples of how they might source an idea for their script, I will put them into groups to come up with an approximate 30 word logline for a film having already given them a number of examples. When I’ve heard and critiqued their loglines I will give them the task for next week to come up with their own for an 8 to 15 minute script.
WEEK 3: CREATING CHARACTERS
This week I will start by listening and giving feedback on their loglines, allowing them to elaborate more on their idea and opening the floor for the rest of the class to give any suggestions they might have. Then I’ll give examples of how they might set about creating characters, starting off with basic information such as physical characteristics, occupation etc, before moving on to more in depth questions. I will also suggest that writing a comprehensive back story is an ideal way to delve deeper, particularly if they make it relevant to the character’s present situation. For the following week I’ll ask them to write a basic character profile and back story on the protagonist of their screenplay.
WEEK 4 DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH
At this stage the students will have the idea for their script as well as some work done on character development for their protagonist. Next I will go deeper into the 3 act structure and try to elicit from the class as a whole as to how it might apply to their own ideas. I will give them tips on how they might make their story grow including starting off with an outline, developing that into a one page synopsis and then on to a full treatment. After that I will discuss the importance of research citing the phrase ‘write what you know.’ Also I will point out that they should be familiar with what genre their screenplay falls into and how it might be a good idea to watch movies and read scripts of the same genre for research. For the following week I will ask the students to keep developing their story as well as the rest of their characters. 

WEEK 5 DIALOUGE AND MOTIVATION TO WRITE

Before I begin I will check what stage everyone is at with their script and if anyone has anything they would like to ask myself or the rest of the class in relation to their screenplay. After that I will discuss dialogue and how it’s important for it to match the character and how the character’s profile and back story may determine how he or she would speak. I’ll also make sure that they are aware of what formal and unrealistic dialogue is and how that can be modified in the re-write. Also in this class I will discuss motivation and give them tips on how they might maintain a relatively fixed writing schedule. For the following week I will ask them to make sure they have started their script, if they haven’t already, and also ask them to watch a scene from one of their favourite films and subsequently look up online how it was written in script form.

WEEK 6 REWRITES AND DO’S AND DON’TS
Again before we move on to this weeks topic I will check what everyone’s progress is with their scripts. Then I will discuss and emphasise how crucial rewriting is and how the phrase ‘writing is rewriting’ really holds true. I will show examples from my own screenplays and Hollywood movies of how a scene changed in the rewrite or how cutting a scene often helps. Finally this week I will give a comprehensive list of various writer’s advice (including my own) on the ‘do’s and don’ts’ of screenwriting and fiction in general.
WEEK 7 OPTIONS FOR FINISHED SCRIPTS 
Although this is the deadline for their screenplays to be finished I will be flexible and allow them to hand it in next week as I can give them their feedback via email. Depending on the amount I might have them workshop their scripts in class. I will also focus on various options on what they can do with a finished screenplay whether they end up wanting to write short films, TV series’ or feature films.

WEEK 8: RECAP 
I will collect the remainder of the scripts that haven’t been handed in and again if it’s possible I’ll have them read their work out in class for feedback. I will also encourage them to exchange emails so that they can send each other their scripts, or any future work they might do, for feedback purposes. I will also revise a lot of the information from the past few weeks, making sure they finish the course with a good understanding of the fundamentals of scriptwriting.
